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Overview

The Dutch educational system divides children in educational levels around
the age of 12. In the last year of primary school, a test, most commonly the
"Cito Eindtoets Basisonderwijs", is taken to help choose the appropriate level
of secondary education/school type. Although the ensuing recommendation is
not binding, it does have great influence on the decision making process.
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Secondary Dutch Standards

  

Dutch school system 

Children in the Netherlands follow eight years of
primary education, while secondary school is
completed at the age of 16, 17 or 18, depending
on the type of diploma.

  

Nuffic , De organisatie voor
internationalisering in het onderwijs

Hier sollte eine Beschreibung angezeigt werden,
diese Seite lässt dies jedoch nicht zu.

  

Dutch educational system 

All types of secondary education start with a
period of basic secondary education, which
usually lasts 2 to 3 school years and offers a
broad range of subjects that is in principle the
same for everyone. The 

  

Checking your diploma , International

Approved qualifications On this page you will find
a list of qualifications that are considered
equivalent to the Dutch secondary school
diploma (havo, vwo or mbo-4). If your
qualification is not listed below, 
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The Netherlands 

The Dutch organisation for internationalisation in
education. From primary and secondary
education to vocational and higher education,
research and adult education.

  

Grading Systems Comparison: Netherlands,
US, and 

Grading systems in the Netherlands, the United
States and the United Kingdom Suggestions for
grade conversion Grading scales in different
education systems 

  

Secondary education 

After completing primary school, pupils move on
to one of three types of secondary education: pre-
vocational secondary education (VMBO), senior
general secondary education (HAVO) or pre 
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Is the Dutch Secondary Education System
Working?

The Dutch secondary education system
streamlines children into four levels from day
one based on their academic ability.

  

Secondary school diplomas from specific
countries

Secondary school diplomas from specific
countries Use the Diploma Calculator You can
use the Diploma Calculator to check if your
secondary school diploma meets 

  

Understanding the Dutch school system 

If you choose to enrol your children in the Dutch
education system, there are still choices to be
made about the type of school they will attend.
There are two 

  

Secondary and post-secondary non-tertiary
education 

The Decree defines a framework for cooperation
between secondary schools, and between
secondary schools and BVE institutions. Schools
themselves are free to decide the form 
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Country specific requirements 

This secondary school diploma is not considered
to be equivalent to the Dutch pre-university VWO
diploma.

  

The Dutch school system 

Confused about the Dutch school system? In
reality, it is similar to the school system in other
countries but there are differences expats should
know about.

  

Chart: education system in the
Netherlands 

In this chart you can see how the Dutch
education system is organised. The Dutch
organisation for internationalisation in education.
From primary and secondary 

  

Conversion table foreign grades, Faculty of
Humanities, Utrecht 

10% Excellent: outstanding performance with
only minor errors 25% Very good: above the
average standard but with some errors 30%
Good: generally sound work with a number of
notable errors 25% 

  

Powered by Syropy AI Connectivity



Page 7/9

Conversion of Grades and Credits 

Access to undergraduate studies provided if
student obtained the Bachillerato / Ciclo
Diversificado (Secondary Baccalaureate /
Diversified Cycle) which represents completion of
three years of upper 

  

Netherlands Education System (2026):
Structure, Quality, and 

Most learners enter a standard sequence of eight
years of primary education, followed by
differentiated secondary education routes and a
broad set of vocational and academic options.

  

Mathematics standards and curricula in the
Netherlands

Achievement scores of Dutch students from
national and international tests complete this
paper. These scores reveal what the standards
bring us in 

  

The complete guide to the Dutch secondary
education system for 

In this guide, we explain the Dutch secondary
education system, including vmbo, havo, vwo,
bilingual education and the choices expat
families often face.
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Education in the Netherlands 

OverviewCriticismGeneral overviewElementary
educationSecondary educationVocational
education and higher educationHistory of
educationTerms and school holidays

The Dutch educational system divides children in
educational levels around the age of 12. In the
last year of primary school, a test, most
commonly the "Cito Eindtoets Basisonderwijs", is
taken to help choose the appropriate level of
secondary education/school type. Although the
ensuing recommendation is not binding, it does
have great influence on the decision making
process. Unless caretakers identify the need, in
most cases an IQ test is not given to a child,
which may result in some children who for va

  

The education system of the Netherlands

The Dutch education system consists of eight
years of primary education, a diversified
secondary education system with different tracks
and a binary higher education system.

  

Level of Dutch diplomas 

The Dutch organisation for internationalisation in
education. From primary and secondary
education to vocational and higher education,
research and adult education.

  

The education system of the Netherlands 

The Dutch education system consists of eight
years of primary education, a diversified
secondary education system with different tracks
and a binary higher education system.
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Netherlands - GETLIN

Dutch high schools are divided into three
streams: one to prepare students for vocational
training (VMBO), another to prepare students for
university (VWO), 

  

Checking your diploma 

Checking your diploma To find out whether your
diploma qualifies you to be admitted to a study
programme, the higher education institution
consults Nuffic.
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